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of such an alliance that the Duke of Milan gave his consent.17
Soon afterwards the Pope sent her a proposal that her son
Octavian should be married to his daughter, Lucrezia Borgia.
The advantages that would be hers if she consented \veie
plainly placed before her; the result if she refused \\ould,
she knew, sooner or later be war brought upon hoi by the
Pope. Nevertheless, her whole soul recoiled fiom the idea of
intermarriage with the Borgia family, with whose ciinies all
Italy rang. She therefoie refused the pioposal, and to keep
her son out of the way sent him oft to see something of war.
She dreaded lest he should grow up with the sluggish tempera-
ment of his father Girolamo (as he did); so she despatched
him with a body of troops to help Florence in its war against
Venice and Pisa, and persuaded Giovanni de' Medici to go
with him to instruct him in military affairs. These troops
had been trained by herself, and during then absence at
Pisa she continued to watch over their management, writing
long letters containing minute instructions on all details of
their administration.

In April 1498 her son Ludovico was born, she named him
after her uncle, the Duke of Milan, to conciliate the latter;
but when his father died five months later she changed his
name to Giovanni, and by that name he is always known.
In August1S her husband, Giovanni, became ill at Pisa and
returned to Forli, and went thence to the baths of San Pietro
"in Bagno, in the Apennines. After he had been there a few
days she received an urgent summons from him saying he
was worse, and begging her to come at once. She rode thither
from Forli in haste, but arrived to find him dying, and a
few hours afterwards he breathed his last in her arms. His
brother Lorenzo came; and conveyed his body to Florence for
burial there; and Catherine returned in deepest grief, a third
time a widow, to her desolate palace at Forli.

Dangers now surrounded Catherine Sforza on every side.
Through her alliance with Florence she was brought into
collision with Venice on the north and the Pope on the south;